- .:::-'TH:E. Ec:.oL.-—oGY OF THE _..;L_SLE OF DREAD
P f JowrnAL oF L ARTSSA \/ANDERBOREN

B !od»dy 7 Leave the sapertyos thecolony fﬂnfﬁ&v&fﬁdyﬂﬁdf lanarva We've
 been ke gor sevenal months on the Tsle op Tomuwte, establishing
':_ | ;tﬁ_g, Fwws}r.ane, c:afany and AXXLMPXANG me,ﬁa,tms WAAA Xhe fdcdf .-f"ﬂ-@'l

- villages. While memcz.edAwgs are mwanxdnx FOr O fAMKIYS

/_

oj: SMJS“CL&WWS on ;M.asz, W—,cfang sﬁanes, ..

ﬂuzds )ffz.z, L’?DLG{LX‘W ajc Xhe vda& x.n ugpfaw dna’ dac-




Wirkrin #he. Fargs o
Withisy #he Fos o
6th of Wealsun, 503 ay
I have returned from -& journey with
the Thanaroan natives to the voleano
Nextepeua, one ‘of the twin voleanoes
known as the Fanoz of Zotzlaha, The
Tanavoans make anmud]l pilgrimages
to offét appeasements to their bat-god
Camazotz Fhad agréed ta the trip to dis-
play our good intentions to our Olman
neighbors, hoping to help Verilds goal of
establishing rnutus! trade with thern.
The Fangs are an imposing sight,
tising up o dizzying heights, and
dwarfing the scenery around them.
From ' their heights billow pillars of
black, acrid smoke visible for many
miles, polluting the air with ash and™
debris. Muffled rumbles grow! from deep beneath the peaks,
suggesting the incredible activity of'the world’s bowels, The
fields surrounding the Fangs steam with slag and kree-dee p
ash, while the grouhds ¢loser to the peaks: ave riddled with
lava tibes. Some evidence of flowing magma colliding with

underground water exists, as poisonois
gas belches from deep vents and fis.
sures; It's no wonder the matives fear this /]
pla_cé—thcy live under constant threat ]
of'an explosive eruption. : :
The Tanaroans explained that we l
must wait until nightfall, when | the
voleanoes’ sacred baboon guardians
refreat to their caves, The Each}ns_—
ommnivorous. and \dangerously raven-
ous—live out a pitiful existence, suy-
viving off sparse vegetation and hud-
dling together around the few pools of
stagmant rainwater,
When twilight fell; hordes of great -'
ats swept ouf from the lava e
and fissures, blacking out thi
clouded sky. I'was startled by the'crea-
tures’ physical size, somie with wing- il
spans up to 15 feet. Tnspite of their mass, they exhibifed sur-
prising maneuverability, both in the air and on the grownd.
The sight of so many of them, a colony several thousand.
strong; instilled a primal fear within me; Although' they
drove the baboons hooting back to: their caves, the: bats




mmb!es hear&
thig: clasﬁ te the

Anaroans suggested. L'am hope-
f'111' that thmugh my ebelsance i ha,ve

- wa_ndenng the central Jungle,

vanetles of flnra, caugh’c

E ;mmmagmg for mushrooms on the
spengy ground. It hadn't noticed me
yroached fora closer look.

' ore than: 2 fect tall, the erea-

['5 ey stubbornly classifying the island’s

like a raccoon, with dark fur
eyes and ringed: stnpes an

c‘rea’tulc looked mqulu-
tive, but then it started

shnﬁkmg tn'a shrill, warbling.
cry. Almost instantly, more of

the creatures came tushing thregh
the bushes and dropping from the
trees—too many to count.: Before 1

- eould et a primitive net' madeé from

vines emsnared me; and the creatures
began pummeling me with their clubs
and the butt-ends of their spears until

~ Tlost consciousness.
Tawoke with myhands tied behind my

back, lying on a-Wooden platform sup-
ported by the boughs ofan ancient deklo
tree. T could sense that T was high p in
the jungle canopy, at

visions and research notes dumped out

next to me. As I looked around, T could

see'more platforms in ﬂ:‘e.smaun_ﬁir;g

trees, connected by treacherousJlogk-

ing bridges made of knotted vines.and
strewm with simple wooden hufs, These

creatures had built an entire vﬂlagc.

amongthe trees. Seoresiof the small crea-

tures watched from nearby platforms,
through tiny hut windows, and from the
foliage of branches above, spying on me

euriouslyas I came

Iy SETISEs:

ook of his unique,

they gathered medicinal herbs, from
-the forest fioor below. He had looked

d 1 noticed my pro-

.mﬂted meto a wlla,ge feasi' and the

. and eulfiire. When T left, the one that I

As'T composed myéelf ~one of the
tiny creatures, their Jleader by the
b__ghtly ﬁ':arl'l- _
ered adornments;approached me and =
untied my hands. He shocki by
speaking a cride sort 6F Sylvan—dis-
tinguishable = phrases = interspersed
with soft hoots and odd clicks of the
tongue. He apologized for the incon- .
venience and explained that I had
surprised a grotip of his people while

+3

through miy journal, discovered my ;
druidic beliefs; and was very apolo-
getic for the: mlsundem*‘amﬂmg. He -

days Eﬁefeafter, learning. of fhe]r soe t_v,r'_ =

had spied on ‘the Jungle :ﬂ(}er, na:m,ed
Hatoi, offered to join:
sort: (of peace offering
luares. At first, Eatoi



time T began to connect with him by
letting him look at my journal. He is
fond of my sketches, particularly of
the island’s plant life, and he will no
doubt prove invaluable in cl:a.-ssify.’ing
the jungle flora.
The Eppacts ap docs Weed
7th of Richfest, 593 oy

For the past several days, Tive been
observing a herd of ankylosaurs that

_graze near an inland lake in the north--

western 1eaches of the isle. Within
this group, one male in particular has
been exhibiting very curious behavior;
- of hostile and unsocial bearing, I've
come | tc- blame this comporhn:nt on.

are rapid eye movement, loss of bal-

~ance; occasional vomiting, and highly
“aggressive behavior.

e ﬁluy takes hold, he exhibits an
| increased Blood ﬂaw——mdencetl by him
' his overall pinkish hue—and begins thei
Y| ‘to drool. Other effects of the plant

The amount ofweed consumed hasa — patch

prap'orﬁgj}:al.-_eﬁect-_qn_ the -ankylosaﬁt-’é.
belligerence. On a normal day, he eats
only a_small quantity—enough to

ﬂ"-ﬁ-d.(‘?. /%&_7

become easily agitated. The rest ofithe

~herd has learned to ayoid him during

these episodes, as he swings his tail at
anything that approaches. Even when

docile and not under the influence of

~the plant, the herd and other local her-

biveres give him plenty of space, not
wishing to incor his wrath, A bruised

_ shin is apparently enough to makeevén

" the largest diplodocus wary of him.
lafger meals of ‘the plant have a
more powerful effect on the giant rep-
file, causing him to beeumg'é-xt::eméljr‘
aggressive and attack anything he sees.
Hig depth perceptlﬁn seems altered’
during these episodes; as yesterday I
obseryed h '-chargmg into the jungle

- about theweed, they smiled and

‘indeed familiar. with it, T overheard one

- sle’s eastern peninsula, today 1

extreme d.eﬁrzssm., athaugl; 1
regethoa mlght account, vﬁi' this

‘to themiselyes a5 if privy to som =4
jeke,'which I take to'mean that theypare! =

of them eall it “cualoco ﬁca&'j'@ﬁﬁﬂi
Toughlytranslates from Olman to‘angry
_grass.” The: few na’uves W]:m sp,eak;f% b il
trade tongue, however, have mac 1 bro-

ken translation, ealling it “loco

orual B.&/derﬂn cg:
fe.nrta’n Birds
1oth of Reaping, 593 c¥
Concerning the flock of terror
that T have been studying ne:

nesscd'a pack af’ rn'a,l'cs force

turz had wandercd_ fato the }ngh
grasses of the flock’s territory - :md
brought down a giant scorpiom, an

gle. This was- soon ta change, th
for the terror bird scavengers can |
very persistent when it come

bing meals. -
The tall b:Ids Blowly

ﬁ.rst the djmettedﬂn seﬁmt i
ﬂsrcat ta then- presence,



ing grunts emam,tmg ﬂom
.theu: chests Whtn their

"'g to glve up its kﬂl ‘the
rodon flushed the sail 6n its
bared its teeth, and began bel-
g. at ifg attackers Th]S shaw of

--- _'__, e the djmetrodon spin
‘around to snap at them, Taking-advan-
B “of ’Ehls mﬂmen’ta_ry dzstractmn

S AT

T e T S et R

dfm ac‘ma]ly staggered 'ca keep
ce. Fmaﬂyhavmg had enough,
nt hzard ‘abandoned. its meal

‘a waddling gait. The birds:

scre clmrg s t]:rey drowe

- dmg scavengerb. [ 3
not for their strength of numbers,
they would certainly be ill eqmpped at
defending their nests and mlght have,
long ago disappeared from the island.

'They have adapted quite well to their
situation and (exhibit 2 remarkable
. ability to drive off most pre.dat_ars that -

threaten theis nesting grounds.

zznd uf Rcapmg, 593CY :

ef the w]and'é- fejo.ci. ci:ams, Hato

mmessedatyramosaur consume alessen-

theropod in the northeastern grasslands,
The prey was too small tosate the giarit
beast's hunger, and once it caught our
scent and spotted us; it charged—fright-

Jeningly fast for a creature of such size.
Tem,ﬁei and against all instinct, T ]:ualdg

my ground, knowing that fleeing would
certainly be my Jastact

% attemp’eed to speak o it to try to
ea]m the massive beast, but it ignored

me, slowing its advance only slightly,

My heart pounding, 1 redoubled my
cﬁ'orts :md ‘the rex came fo a- “reluc-

‘even atte mpted 1t
Thetitan lowered its head tosniffme
with one gre at nostrﬂ' s scunltat smed

teath seant mche

: what ‘was to occur, but too iate. T-Tc
plunged his spear. deep into one of the: -
tyraﬂnosaur s eyes; blinding the giant

bullying its way into: the Jjungle to:
lthe west, -splintering the innocent
'trees as 1t ran. T~ht bBUﬂd of its ﬂlght e

' tyrannosaur abruptly b
‘choked off in-mid- ~TO4T,
of the ts;‘ees stﬂppcd :

‘my band to lead me away. from thew

‘obyious urgency, wequic

‘ize the Phanatﬂn is ketpmg @&rtam

. Fascinated, 1

and sendmg it mto an u:ncoﬁtra]lable

f'ace unable tﬁ Temiove the ttny pear.
The last I saw of the rex, it was

aE some perceivcd eul When the

tated tmkmg smmds He wanted very'
desperately to leave the area, pulling

mysterious and d1stuﬂJ1ng sounds. ;
Not qu&sh@nmg Hyy natwe gmd

.-31:
hack to tha vﬂlage Later 'when 1 asked

hecommg ﬁ].ghtened a_lld_ em' o} _ -
“For the first tizne, I've come to reals -

truths pertaining to the islea St‘.c;lzet
from me,

begm.m.ng 1 biear ﬁ*urt @ the}r haw.

begun trading with' Farshore
‘exchange pﬁaﬂs h ¢
ters: that lwe._ arou

‘eager’ 1:0




huge pcax]s, we've bartered tWwo canoes
with’ ithe fishermen of Burowao, the

easternmost peninsuld village, in

exchinge for guides to lead a Far-

shore expedition to a reef where they

¢laim giant oysters make their homes:

I went along with the explorers to

inyestigate the reports of such giant

[ mu]lusks and learn more about the
els aquatic inhabitants,

We anchored at a reefoff the north-

eastern shores of the igland, Our

guides spoke of monstrous, territorial®

eels that feed on fhe coral there—a
trait that has since earned them the
“name “mashers” With the help of the
ﬁ&hcrmcn, we: dewsed A strategy. for

“over the reef—less than 2 feet deep—

. yokea feeding frenzy, giving our divers

Approaching the reef in outriggers,
we maneuvered into the shallow water

and disembarked. Walking on the reef
proved difficult—ifyou weren't careful,
you. ‘could easily break an ankle. Qur
mission was to attract the attention.of
the mashers by dislodging chunks of
the reefwith. long poles, hoping to pro-

the riecessary distraction to gather the
pearl-bearing oysters. -

Within moments of brealung off
the first coral chunks the mashers
responded. Several sets of the eels’
wicked black spines broke from the
watt:r, sc::pnntme in their movements

hey alza»pmached. Some: Jaoked




of bcme with w}uch they
relenties;}ly ramming t

s, Cursing myacif ﬁ}r 1ackmg-
spe]l 1 tned to treat the pmsan.

191]1 af Goadmentb 503 CY
Today I'¢ame upon a clearing where
! 2 herd of dinosaurs had
recently stampeded: The footprints
were massive and the devastation to
the area unmense——hkely caused by
a herd of dlp]odecuses or other la.rge'
’I‘here were no: signs of
footprints, leading me
to believe that the panic’s source had
come from'the sky

As T was studymg the ruined land~
scape, 1 discovered a large planta

{fm Mo pllant; 'gr;'/ _
fir/'é :Eé e ' :sr‘é.ax,a%,

'@fa'caﬁn;wivis:e---'dntéa nearl
jfafa]ly ii'a'zriplé into

: vmlenﬂy—s ee: mmgly

~yeed ‘was. Sf_ﬂl alive, s
‘escape. When I slice
-‘try to free whatever wa

hﬁngﬂf
in death—«and spasms ran down

FeTV d as ’che grermmse s t'lm:qai a puls-- ;

ing bulge appeared to be the source
of the plant’s post-death contractions.
Whatever was inside the: caa:mvamus

~ greenvise’s thick stem proving tougha:.--
e melon. Viscous
froth spewed ﬁ:om,- the incision and =

to carve than a




 oozed its’ way. ta thegqund remmdmg
e of ‘the saliva of a fleshy creature—
= Excepfthat this reeled of sap,

- Lining the inside of the stalk ran
- rows of dense-thorns protruding down:
: taward the pla

s gul, atrayed m such
fashion asifo prevent captured prey
-ﬁ' T escaping back up to the maw. I
could see a sizable frog peering. up at
nte ‘through the thorns, desperately

ftrying to push pastthe barbs to reach

‘the opening I had ereated. T spoke fo
it in an attemipt to calm it but the
traumatized thing was fully intent
on escape. The frog must have kicked
one of the tooty organs that once
guided the greenvise's' locomotion,
for one of the plant’s tendrils con-
vulsed, knocking me off my feet and

- pinmng me o the ground.

Strugpling to fFee myself, T heard
the flap of powerfial wings and stilled
myselfat the sight of a pair 6f wyverns
scouring the carnage. These creatures
were likely the culprits behind the
stampede, returning to pick over the
devastation. Instmctively, 1 shifted
myself into a small snake and slowly
slithered away from the remains of
the man-cating bush, seeking a hiding
place where I could wait for the preda-
tors to depart: Behind me, T heard the
lesser dragons tearing info the green-
vise, not distﬁmjnaﬁg'g between frog
and plant. At least the poor creature
did'not sufferlong,

15th of Harvester, 503 oy
I ¢anmot put to words the sense of
grief and guilt that consumes me, By
now, Hatoi is surely dead, a victim of
an unspeakable fate T unwittingly had
ahand inweaving, If o;;lly-lha'd ‘heeded
his warnings, he would stll be here
with me as I write this, For the thou-
sandth time T ask why I igniored him,
foolishly verturing into a darkened
hollow in the eastern jungle where 1
noticed eventhe thunder lizards feaved ©
to tread: There, my curiosity cost yue
and my friend dearly,

As we entered the vale, made eter-
nally dark by the dense jungle canopy,

I tmymediafely felt something was

/‘/ .. 4/:/5: Vz.f;éw
/%/

watching us: At fivst, 1 shmg_gltd it off
as meryes, but it became increasingly
Aifficult to keep Hatoi calm. When he

suddenly stopped and started hissing,

staring intently into the darkness; I
halted in'deference to his keener senses,
It was then that T became aware that we

had been walking beneath a floating -

maze ot spider webs strung throughthe
trees above. Disgusting corpse husks
dangled from the rope-thick strands
like macabre Midwinter ornaments, Yet,
even more terrifyingly, something had
purposefully positioned the carcasses,
forming rotting shelters as Blckem.‘llg.as
they were ¢rude:
All of the hairs on-my body stood on

_end when I caught a glimpse of move-

ment. Praying for my eyes to adjust
to tie darkness, T could burely see
them: giant, horrifying spiders slowly
descending from their webs, seemingly
hoyeringinmid-air and gesturing with
their front appendages—disgustingly
elongated arms with multi-knuclkled
hands, Although I had never seen one,

-axtua'lly thert: or 1f thase imag
noises were mere fgments mies
dazm: us ’ca some. deadhm: trap -

E}:llﬂnna to steelmynew&-l
what catne over poor Hato, |

the hollow as if charging one of
ders, a terrified but' determined
'ms ﬁce L can't hrlp hut wend

peril, each bmmd into the undergm
cavermg ]:Jm more ﬂnd more m Hick

above still nng i my ears, and thmugh
my own screams | thought I heard a
chittering arachrid laughter Ihat wﬂ]
ever torture my nightiares.

5 5 &

1st of Sunsebb, 593 cY

Some time has passed 'si_.n;:_el-"l Teft Far- -
shere and—in light of the recent trag-

edy—this is likely to be my 1a$}: sentrys
When we return to Sasserine, I shall
deposit the bulle of this work info the

farmily vault for safekeeping until a‘:h !

a time that I can organize g
and publish 2 fill disserta
island’s ecosysterm: Whateve
my observations take; though; o
dedicate the work to those souls-who
lost their lives in that unforgiving land.

I hope their sacrifices might scrmﬁ a

warning of the savage nature:and prim

ferocity that: epxtmngs the aptiy named =

Isle of Dread. &




